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Every week, Dianne Polinske and I begin our staff meetings 

with a devotion, spending some time with scripture, poetry, 
music or other inspirational resources. A few weeks ago, 
Dianne and I read the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the fiery furnace. I often turn to the children’s 
Bible when I’m looking for a fresh interpretation of well-
known stories, and the retelling of the fiery furnace didn’t 
disappoint. In the third chapter of Daniel, King 
Nebuchadnezzar gets pretty mad when three of his workers, 
Shad, Shach, and Ben refuse to bow down to a statue of the 
king. The king gets so mad, he ends up throwing the three 
workers into a furnace of fire, seeking to burn them alive 
(pretty tough story for the children’s 
Bible, huh?) So, the king sends the 
workers to the furnace, only to 
discover later that God has sent an 
angel to protect the men and they are 



not consumed! Finally, the King lets Shad, Shach, and Ben 
out of the furnace and proclaims to the kingdom that the God 
of the workers is the most powerful God.  

As I thought about this story, I wondered about the times 
when we may have experienced pressure to conform to the 
ways of the world, and asked to do things that brought glory 
to our worldly systems rather than God. There are a lot of 
identity-based arguments happening in our culture at present 
around “religious freedom”—that’s not necessarily what this 
story is getting at. The story of the fiery furnace is a story 
about the tension that can exist between the glory of Nation 
and the glory of God. We serve a God whose love is 
revealed through grace, unconditional love, the pain of the 
cross, and the empty tomb. When the ways of empire 
interrupt the narratives of God, when the impulse of 
humanity leads to things like domination, inequity, 
oppression, competition, and conquest, the Holy Spirit 
reminds us of our identities as members of the Body of 
Christ and members of one another, and inspires us to resist 
the impulse to bow down to the idols of our world. In these 
long days of pandemic, and in these days leading up to a 
major election in our country, may God illuminate new 
pathways for all of us, so that we may be liberated from the 
crushing weight of human brokenness and reoriented to 
God’s glory revealed in the way of the cross.   

           -Pastor Delaney 



Fun Things You Can Still Do This Fall 
(Even during a Pandemic)  

From RealSimple.com by Lisa Milbrand.  For a complete list please visit 
https://www.realsimple.com/holidays-entertaining/entertaining/seasonal-
events/fall-activities-during-covid 
 

Go apple picking (socially distanced, of course) Take a hike 
 

Drink (spiked?) hot apple cider     Make a big pot of chili 

Adorn your table with gourds      Savor cider doughnuts 

Take a drive to check out the changing leaves  Learn to knit 

Enjoy pumpkin spice everything    Make a beef stew 

Write down what you’re thankful for   Make Snickerdoodles 

Plant bulbs for your spring garden    Vote! 

Bake an apple or pumpkin pie     Choose a cozy sweater 

Rake together a pile of leaves – jump into it  Make caramel apples 

Enjoy a faux tailgate in your driveway   Create a fall wreath 

Carve or decorate pumpkins     Make tomato soup  

Watch all the old Halloween TV specials 

 Deck your halls (and your yard) with a little spooky décor 

   Trade in your sandals for a cute pair of boots  

Boo your neighbors by sneaking little treats on their doorstep 

Snuggle under a cozy blanket with a cup of tea and a good book 

Gather with loved ones (virtually) to give thanks! 



 
This fall, we are going to try some new worship opportunities, so 
that we can worship in person and keep folks safe. This is going to 
be a Holy Experiment that we can all figure out as we go! 

 Sunday, September 13 10am: Worship in the St. Paul’s 
parking lot 
-Bring a chair, a mask, and a non-perishable food item for 
God’s Work our Hands Sunday! 
Special Guest: Coordinator of the Neighborhood House Food 
Pantry 

 Sunday, September 27 10am: Worship in the St. Paul’s 
parking lot 
-Bring a chair and a mask 

 Sunday, October 11 at 10am: Drive in communion with 
prayer in the St. Paul’s parking lot 

 Sunday, October 25 at 10am: Reformation in the Parking Lot 
(Details TBD) 
-Bring a chair and a mask 

 



From the Board of Outreach  
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Kim’s Closet (as we knew it) has 
been closed without a reopening 
date.  Currently, we are only 
distributing NEW clothing items 
through Kim's Table; events now 
held outdoors, weather permitting. Therefore, we are no 
longer accepting used clothing or house items for Kim’s 
Closet until further notice. We THANK YOU for your 
continued support of our outreach efforts to our neighbors in 
our community.  – The Board of Outreach 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul's Church Council continues to meet over Zoom 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. After taking July off, the 
Council reconvened on Tuesday, August 4th to discuss St. 
Paul's current outreach efforts, worship opportunities, and 
other church related updates. Pastor Delaney reported that 
worship in the park was planned for mid-August and other in-
person worship opportunities were scheduled through 

September. Council also 
received updates on the July Kim's 
Table and plans for a similar event in 
August. Despite some slow-down in 
activities over the summer months, 
the church's work continues and we 
remain in a positive financial 
position. – Elaine Disbro 



  RIC Corner 

Have you ever wondered 
what the difference is 
between gender expression 
and gender identity? Do you 
know someone who uses 

they/them pronouns? Are you passionate about 
building an inclusive church? This month, in our RIC 
corner, we are learning more about gender and 
sexuality with the gender unicorn! Below you will find a 
diagram to learn more and grow in your understanding 
of God’s gifts residing in each person. Gender is on a 
spectrum, rather than a binary, and this unicorn helps 
us learn more about that.  

 Gender identity: The way a person thinks about 
their own gender; this could include things like what 
personal pronouns a person uses.  

 Gender expression: The way a person expresses 
their gender identity outwardly. This could include 
things like clothing, hairstyle, etc.  

 Sex assigned at birth: People who identify with their 
sex assigned at birth are called “cisgender” people. 
Sometimes people transition to a gender other than 
the gender assigned at birth; sometimes people 



whose lives follow this trajectory could be 
considered transgender.  

 Physical attraction and Emotional attraction relate 
to different modes of attraction; some people might 
be emotionally attracted to someone without being 
physically attracted.  

As we learn and grow it is important to remember 
“People over definitions.” Let someone tell you how 
they see themselves before assigning identities to 
them.  



September             2020 
Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

  1 2 3 4 5 

    

6pm 
Recording at 

St. Paul’s 

Board of 
Outreach 

Meeting on 
Zoom 

 

 

6 7  8 9 10 11 12 

 Labor Day 7pm Council 
Meeting 

7pm Final 
Dear Church 

Reading 
Group on 

Zoom 
  

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
God’s Work 
Our Hands 
8:30 Bible 

Study 
10am Worship 

in St. Paul’s 
Parking lot 

   
Noon 

Kim’s Table 

  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

8:30am Bible 
Study 

 

 

    

27 28 29 30    

8:30am Bible 
Study 

10am Worship 
in St. Paul’s 
Parking lot 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

NOISY OFFERING COLLECTION 
Bring your loose change for special offering 
collection at the Worship Service every first 
Sunday of the month.   

 

  Benedict Center – Milwaukee 
 

Since we will not be meeting for worship on 
September 3rd, please consider a donation to 

Benedict Center.  Here is the link: 
https://benedictcenter.networkforgood.com/projects/88517-donate-to-
the-benedict-center 
 

The Benedict Center provides services and support to women in 
the criminal justice system so they can live safer, healthier lives for 
themselves, their children and the community we all share. Our 
services include community-based substance abuse and mental 
health treatment, important education and essential support 
through a variety of programs.   
             

 Women's Harm Reduction Program - We help justice-involved 
women address issues that impact them every day so they can grow and 
heal for long-term stability. Our results-oriented program involves 
compassionate treatment for substance abuse and trauma, as well as 
practical skills such as parenting and employment preparation.  Learn more. 
 

Sisters Program - A street outreach, case management and skill building 
program for women in street-based sex trade and/or sex trafficking. This 
program is an innovative community/police partnership and is recognized as 
a highly effective way to improve the health and safety of women and 
surrounding communities. Learn more. 

Justice Advocacy - Nationally recognized, the Benedict Center 
advocates for the use of best practice and cost-effective policies to ensure 
fair treatment for women involved in the justice system.  Our current 
advocacy focus is the creation of a citywide diversion policy and services for 
women in street-based sex trade. Learn more. 



 
SUNDAY GOSPEL AND 

PSALM READINGS 

September 6 – 27 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   September Wedding Anniversaries 
    7th Marty and Eileen Harrison 
 
 

 

September 6  
 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 
  

  

September 13  
 

Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 

Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
 

September 20  
 

 

Jonah 3:10--4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 

Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 

  

September 27  
 
 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Psalm 25:1-9 

Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

 

   



Kim’s Table 
 

Our monthly outreach opportunity 
will take place Wednesday, 
September 16, 2020 at 12pm. If 
you would like to help out as a 
volunteer, please contact Nancy 
Day at naday56.nd@gmail.com 

 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
 

      1 Karen Bromberek  
   2 Joanne Seeger 
   6 Earl Walter 
 16  Eileen Harrison 
 24 Marty Harrison 
 24 Breanne Monzel 
 
 

Dear Church 
 

Our final “Dear Church” discussion group will take 
place at 7pm on September 2 on 
Zoom. This book study had been 
a wonderful opportunity to grow 
in faith and understanding around 
the important issues of race and 
racism.  



Worship at Home 
Have you been tuning in to our St. 
Paul’s YouTube channel, receiving 
our email newsletter, and 
participating in Sunday morning 
Bible class via Zoom? If you have 
not been receiving these at home worship resources but 
would like to, please email either Pastor Delaney 
(dschlakekruse@gmail) or the church office 
(StpaulsMKE@yahoo.com) to get connected! 
 

Quote 
 

 “I cannot endure to waste anything so precious 
  as autumnal sunshine by staying in the house.”  

 

    - Nathaniel Hawthorne, The American Notebooks   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Crayons, markers, colored pencils, whatever! 
Because this edition of The Messenger is 
online OR a page or two may be required 
for printing purposes, here is something to 
help you keep calm, busy or creative.  
You choose. And feel free to post your 
completed art work on our Facebook 
page.  Enjoy! 



 

         



        Found at www.coloringpages101.com 
       



WORSHIP AND HOSPITALITY TEAM: July 2020 

 
September 6 
Pentecost 14 

September 13 
Pentecost 15 

September 20 
Pentecost 16 

September 27 
Pentecost 17 

Type of 
Worship 

On line 
Worship in Parking 

Lot 
On line 

Worship in the 
Parking Lot 

Assisting 
Minister 

Bob Bromberek Nancy Day Bob Bromberek Jeri Jende 

Usher 
Team 

3 4 1 2 

Altar 
Guild 

Ethel Walter 
Judy Ruehrmund 

Judy Gilbertson 
Marcia Mikich 

Jane Prahlow 
Marilyn Zirbel 

Ron Karbel 

Greeter(s) ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

Communion 
Assistant 

Mary Klug 
Mark Van Engen 

MaryEllen Voelz Bob Bromberek Kurt Ruehrmund 

Communion 
Type 

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

Open Ron Karbel Mark Van Engen Bob Bromberek Ron Karbel 

Close Mark Voelz Bob Bromberek Ron Karbel Mark Voelz 

Counting 
Team 

4 1 2 3 

 


