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Advent and Christmas 2020 

 

As you prepare to celebrate the holidays this year, may you 
feel God’s warm presence with you and your family. 

  

The St. Paul’s Church Council met on Tuesday, November 
10, and in preparation for the holiday season, we discussed 
the situation with rising Covid-19 cases in Wisconsin.  
 

The Church Council has decided that St. Paul’s will continue 
to meet virtually through the Advent and Christmas seasons, 
with parking lot communion, Zoom coffee hour, and a 
Christmas Eve parking lot celebration at St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church. We will continue to prepare worship online 
weekly, which may be engaged via YouTube. 
 

Please contact Pastor Delaney (414-292-6164) if you need 
assistance accessing worship resources or if you need a 
different modality of worship for technology reasons.  
 
 
 
 



This Advent, we will celebrate the coming of our Lord from 
home. As COVID cases continue to rise in Wisconsin, we 
want to care for one another and continue to live with 
neighbor-love toward our siblings in the medical community 
and all of Metro Milwaukee. This decision was not made 
lightly, and we hope that you will join us on YouTube for 
meaningful worship opportunities all season long.  

 



 

 



 

 



“Look up, you whose gaze is 
fixed on this earth, who are 
spellbound by the little events 
and changes on the face of the 
earth…Look up, you whose 
eyes are heavy with tears…and 
who are crying over the fact 

that the earth has gracelessly torn us away. Look up, you 
who, burdened with guilt, cannot lift your eyes. Look up, your 
redemption is drawing near. Something different from what 
you see daily will happen. Just be aware, be watchful, wait 
just another short moment. Wait and something quite new 
will break over you: God will come.” 
    -Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “God is in the Manger” 
 
 

 This quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s beautiful 
devotional book, “God is in the Manger” strikes me as 
particularly appropriate this Advent. As we continue to 
muddle through the end of a challenging year, perhaps the 
most challenging many have faced, I hope you also find 
comfort in these words from Bonhoeffer. As we look toward 
the dark, beautiful night sky of December in Wisconsin, may 
we notice again the consistent faithfulness of our God, who 
comes in the most unlikely circumstances to bring peace and 
healing to earth. Bonhoeffer reminds us that God is coming, 
that Christ continues to be born into our life today, and that 
our redemption is drawing near.  
 



 Advent has long been a favorite season of mine. The 
candles, the songs, the beautiful blues have often brought a 
sense of comfort and wonder to this time of year for me. 
Advent 2020 is different from those that came before. We 
are not gathered in our church building. The advent wreaths 
around which we gather are made of birthday candles, or 
scented jars this year. The greenery we hang is no longer in 
the narthex, but on our own front doors. As you put up your 
tree this year, did you realize you were decorating the 
church Christmas tree? This year, more than ever before, 
Jesus is being born into the places where we spend our daily 
life. Rather than a source of grief, this has become a source 
of wonder for me, and I have been reminded that “The God 
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands” (Acts 17:24).  This year, Christ is being born all 
around us: in the manger of our homes, our offices, our 
neighborhoods, our hearts. Christ is being revealed in the 
labs where vaccines are developed, in the crinkling eyes of a 
smile behind a mask, in the mailboxes bursting with 
Christmas cards from far away. May this new season of 
Advent, and this new experience of Christ’s birth, be a 
blessing for you, rather than a source of grief over what has 
changed. After all, as Bonhoeffer reminds us, this is the 
season when “something new will break over you.” 
          -Pastor Delaney 
 



2020 ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 
This has been an 
extraordinary year for us as a 
congregation. Despite having 

only a few outdoor worship gatherings since March 8th, we 
have stayed together in prayer, spirit and action.  Pastor 
Schlake-Kruse, staff and your Church Council have been 
busy adapting to circumstances.  We have maintained as 
much of our “business” as usual, just differently.  We are 
very grateful for your involvement and support, especially 
financially.  As of now we have a smaller deficit than last 
year, but we need an end of the year push to close the gap.  
Please consider if you can help us finish out the year on firm 
ground. 

As it appears, we will not to be able to gather in-person for 
some time, the council has begun planning for a virtual 
Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 24, 
2021.  Our plan is to publish our usual booklet of reports on-
line and send them to everyone via email.  A hard copy of 
the annual reports will be available for those not using the 
internet or wishing a hard copy.  We will provide instructions 
on how to participate in a ZOOM meeting and provide the 
link close to the meeting date.  For those who have internet 
access and want to experience “zooming”, we recommend 
that you set up the ZOOM application on your computer (it’s 



free) and attend a Sunday morning Bible study session.  
Details will follow as arrangements are finalized.  

The important business items for the Annual Congregational 
Meeting include elections and approval of a budget. Any new 
business will be included in the packet agenda.  

For 2021 the following Church Council Offices are open for 
election and we are asking for you to consider volunteering 
to serve on the council.  Each of the offices is for a two year 
term, unless noted.   

Office:     Nominee:  
Vice-President    Open for Nominations 
Treasurer:       Mark Van Engen 
 

Chairs: 
Board of Outreach   Open for Nominations 
Board of Parish Education (1 yr. term) Open for Nominations 
Board of Parish Life:  Robert Bromberek      
                                                                 
Please call or text me at 414-840-6802 if you wish to serve 
on council, know of someone who might be interested or 
have any questions.  

Thank you and may God bless and keep you! 

On behalf of your Church Council,  

Mark J. Voelz 

 

 



Thank You… 
for keeping us together  

while we are apart. 

As we deal with quarantine and not 
being able to worship together in 
person, we want to recognize all the 
hard work and flexibility that is 
happening behind the scenes that 
keeps our church running and our 

services as normal as possible. 

Pastor Delaney:  I doubt she would have realized a year 
ago, she would be a “YouTube Pastor” or “Parking Lot 
Minister”, but we are so grateful she is.  Her concerns for us, 
whether member, associate, friend, or neighbor and how she 
cares for her “flock” is inspiring.  She and her colleagues put 
together the Reformation season edition of “Worship & 
Wonder” and are bringing us the Advent edition as we 
prepare for Christmas. 

Nick Scaffidi:  Nick has faithfully been choosing and 
recording music with the help of his daughter Katia. 
They were sharing their gifts from home prior to returning to 
church to record the service.  In this time of not being able to 
sing with each other, their gift of music has kept us going. All 
while Nick has had to adapt to teaching music in the midst of 
a pandemic. 
 



Dianne Polinske:  Dianne has created our weekly online 
worship resources each week, and has learned how to 
report music and make sure we are in compliance with 
copyright expectations, a must during this time of online 
worship.  She has attended training webinars to develop new 
skills and knowledge during this time, in addition to 
managing church communication via email and phone.   
 
The Polinske family:  Imagine having the responsibility to 
clean during a pandemic! – The Polinske’s have continued to 
clean the church, making sure we have the necessary 
supplies and proper procedures in place for use of restrooms 
and surface cleaning. Mike has been the point person for 
internet, Wi-Fi and various tech issues. 
 
Thank you also to Elaine Disbro who has helped in recording 
the service and Jeri Jende and Worship and Music who have 
worked hard on creating worship opportunities while keeping 
us all safe. 
 
On behalf of the Church Council and St. Paul’s – thank you. 
 
Marcia Mikich 
Vice President – Council 
 

 

 



Pastor Delaney and her colleagues 
hope you have enjoyed the 
“Worship & Wonder” resources you 
have received in the mail. The final 
installment of these materials, which 
are being prepared for the 
Christmas/Epiphany seasons will be 
finding their way to you soon. May 

God bless you in your time of reflection! 

 
 
 
 

This year, Pastor Delaney and Pastor Lindsey Beukelman of 
All Peoples Church have been working together to create a 
Blue Christmas virtual worship opportunity on Monday, 
December 21, premiering on YouTube at 6:30pm. Blue 
Christmas is a worship service which centers around the 
presence of grief so many experience this time of year. In 
2020, many people have experienced the grief of 
unemployment, isolation, the death of a loved one, and the 
global grief of a pandemic. If you would like to spend a 
moment with God, 
naming the challenges 
you experience, and 
noticing God’s grace in 
the midst of them, join us 
online on December 21.  



This year, Christmas Eve will 
be a little different at St.  Paul’s. 
We will join together at 3:30pm 
on Christmas Eve in the St. 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
parking lot for candle lighting 
and hymns. Bring your coat and a mask, and join us at 1615 
N Wauwatosa Ave. Later that evening, we will be worshiping 
via YouTube. Pastor Delaney, Nick Scaffidi, and Jeri Jende 
have been working hard to put together a meaningful 
worship service, filled with music and reflections on the 
meaning of Christmas. Please join us with your eggnog, 
Christmas cookies, and your family, as we praise God for the 
gift of Jesus.  

 
 
 

Working at Home  
 

With Covid-19 cases continuing to rise in our state, Pastor 
Delaney and Dianne will be working from home once again. 
While each have responsibilities that will have them in the 

office at various times, the work at 
St. Paul’s will continue.  Pastor 
Delaney can be reached at (414) 
292-6164 or 
dschlakekruse@gmail.com, 
Dianne can be reached at 
StpaulsMKE@yahoo.com 
     



December               2020 
Sun.  Mon.  Tue.  Wed.  Thu.  Fri.  Sat. 

    1  2  3  4  5 St. Nick 

 

     
 

6pm Record 
Advent 
Worship 

 

 

6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

10am  
Parking Lot 
Communion 

 
 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

 

6pm Record 
Advent 
Worship 

  10am 
Confirmation  

Blanket Making  
Service Project  

 
 

13  14  15  16 17 18  19
 

Online 
Worship 

 

   
6pm 

Record 
Advent and 
Christmas 

Eve Worship 

 

 

 

20  21  22  23  24  Christmas  
            Eve   

25  Christmas 
            Day 

26 

10am  
Parking Lot 
Communion 

 
*Jan. Messenger 

Deadline 

Blue Christmas 

 
 
 

3:30pm Candles & 
Hymn @ St. 

Matthews 

 

Festival Christmas 
Eve Worship on 

Youtube  
 

 
Youtube.com 

Lessons & 
Carols 

 

27  28  29  30  31      New 
      Year’s  Eve 

January 1 
2021 

January 2 

Online 
Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY GOSPEL AND PSALM READINGS 

December 6 – 27 

 

 

  
 
      
 

 
 
 

 

December 6  
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

 

 

 

December 13  
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

 

December 20  
 

 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

 

December 24 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

 

 

December 25 

 

Isaiah 62:6-12 
Psalm 97 
Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
 

 

December 27 

 

 Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
Psalm 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 

 
 



RIC Corner 

This month, our Reconciling in Christ 
corner is all about incarnation. In 
theology circles, “incarnation” refers to 

God’s revolutionary act of taking on flesh and being born a baby 
among us. Incarnation is an important part of Christian theology 
for so many reasons, but one of the most meaningful for 
members of the LGBTQIA+ community is that through 
incarnation, God takes on flesh, and thus, reminds us that ALL 
flesh contains the Spirit of the divine. God becomes human, 
experiencing all the things we experience: love, vulnerability, 
rejection, hope, friendship, and betrayal. The incarnation means 
that God values humanity, and that God sees creation as 
worthy of experiencing and, ultimately, redeeming. This season, 
consider the life-altering news that comes through the 
incarnation from the perspective of someone who has been told 
that their humanness is not holy. What a huge piece of Good 
News! 
 
 

Larry Schulz has not moved.  His address needs a little 
tweak so the Post Office can assure his mail delivery.   
Thank you!  

 Larry Schulz 
 c/o Camillia Homes – Magnolia House  
 4101 Shadow Lane 
 Racine, WI 53405  
 



NOISY OFFERING COLLECTION 
Bring your loose change for special offering 
collection at the Worship Service every first 
Sunday of the month.   

 

    ELCA – Good Gifts 
 
ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 
50 different gift-giving options that grow 
the church, fight hunger and transform 
lives. These gifts, starting at just $10, provide direct support 
for the churchwide ministries of the ELCA.  Say “goodbye” to 
traditional gift-giving and “hello” to meaningful gifts that really 
make a difference in the world.  
 
Please consider a donation to ELCA – Good Gifts.  Here is 
the link:   
https://goodgifts.elca.org/?_ga=2.1665401.958066821.1606
245355-1068713749.1606245355 
 
 
 
 

 

   
  December Birthdays!   
 

11th Ethel Walter 
21st Adrianna Eastberg 
22nd Wayne Ringwolski 

24th Raymond (Allen) Kaisler 



 
 

Found at free adult coloring sheets, snowflakes, http://www.leiahmjansen.com/learn/coloring/ 



 
 
 
 
 
Found at free adult coloring sheets, snowflake, https://r.search.yahoo.comfrelaxation-
music-cd-coloring-book-collection 


