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Bishop’s Letter 
In mid-May, Bishop Erickson sent a letter to Greater 
Milwaukee Synod congregations, sharing some insight, 
considerations, and guidelines as we move toward 
reconvening in person. The St. Paul’s council has been in 
conversation about this, holding our bishop’s insights as well 
as the Wisconsin Council of Churches’ and ELCA’s 
supportive documents in mind. You are invited to read 
Bishop Erickson’s letter and rest assured that the leadership 
of St. Paul’s is moving forward with thoughtful conversation 
and deliberation. Be well! -Pastor Delaney 
 
Here is the link to the Bishop’s letter: 
 https://5d07e059-0ac0-4a18-89bf-
f0564cc6089f.filesusr.com/ugd/3cafc8_d9d3966c14f340efb90062b8e1562702.pdf 

 
 



 

Dear Members and Friends,  

 We hope that everyone is 
doing well as we endure this 
pandemic.  We believe that God 
will see us through this. God has 
given us the ability and resources to address Covid-19. Our 
thanks go to Pr. Delaney, the Caregivers, and all who have 
supported us these past weeks. 
  

 The Music and Worship Committee, Pastor Delaney, the 
Council and others have implemented worship in new ways 
to sustain us while apart. We are planning for our eventual 
resumption of services and activities at St. Pauls’ when it is 
safe to do so. We have been reviewing guidelines and 
commentary from many resources including: the CDC, the 
Safer at Home Order, the Badger Bounce Back, the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod, the ELCA and current guidance that 
applies to us from the City of Milwaukee.   
  

 The City of Milwaukee Health Department’s Order # 1 
spells out the public health plan for the city. It is in effect until 
the “Gating Criteria” listed in the Badger Bounce Back are 
met.  After the City issues a new order, the Council will 
convene to discuss opening and the nature of practices we 
should observe. We will likely err on the side of caution in 
order to respect the health and safety of worshipers until 



more is known about how to deal with this insidious and 
destructive virus.   
  

 It is likely that worship will be different for an unknown 
period of time. The virus is easily spread by any sort of 
respiration, breathing, talking, singing, coughing and 
sneezing, and by touching contaminated objects or surfaces. 
The length of time and amount of exposure to the virus is an 
important factor. Therefore, appropriate protective measures 
will be needed to minimize the spread during our worship 
time together.    
 

 There is much information available in the media, both 
accurate and inaccurate. New information about the virus 
appears daily. Use trusted and reliable sources for guidance. 
Beware of scams and promises of miracle cures. We hope 
everyone is well. We recognize that this epidemic has 

stressed everyone. We look forward 
to being together soon.   

 

God bless you. 

On behalf of your Church Council, 

Mark Voelz 

 
 
 



“I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love 
towards all the saints, and for 
this reason I do not cease to 

give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers.” 

         
        

         -Ephesians 1:15-16 
 

 As I sat down to write to you this month, dear church, 
the word gratitude continued to come to mind. I found 
myself relating to these words of Paul, from the first 
chapter of his letter to the church at Ephesus. Paul wrote 
to the church, and he reminded them of his gratitude for 
their faithfulness. To say this has been an unprecedented 
experience is an understatement, but it has brought into 
sharp focus just how grateful I am for all of you.  

 Over the course of the past few months, I have been 
thanking God for each of you, for your faithfulness to the 
body of Christ, and the ways you continue to express love 
and care toward one another. As we continue throughout 
the next months of global upheaval, I wonder if it might be 
helpful for all of us to adopt a gratitude practice. This 
summer, we will be engaging a monthly congregational 
spiritual practice, and June will focus on gratitude. Each 
Sunday, we will practice an “attitude of gratitude” which 
you are invited to carry with you into your life. As you 



embark on this journey, may you be reminded that the 
ground of our faith, the source of our gratitude, is the 
Spirit of God, who plants these gifts within us and coaxes 
them to abundant life. I am grateful for you this day and 
every day, dear church. May you rest in the faithfulness of 
a God who loves you, and who inspires thankfulness in 
each of us.  
          -Pastor Delaney 

 

  
St. Paul's Church Council met remotely on Zoom on 
Tuesday, May 12th. In addition to receiving updates 
regarding our building and the financial state of the 
congregation, Council began discussing what a return 
to in-person services might look like when it is safe to 
do so. Although much remains uncertain, Council will 
continue to be guided by the recommendations of 
health officials, the ELCA, our synod, and church, state 
and local leaders. While we plan and prepare for the 
future of St. Paul's, we also remain focused on present 
needs and the continuation of 
online services, Bible Study, 
and the spiritual care of our 
members until the day we can 
gather together again.  
    -Elaine Disbro 



On-line Worship 

As you know, in-person church 
services were cancelled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and new on-line 
worship opportunities were 
immediately initiated beginning on 
Sunday, March 22, 2020.  

A Big Thank You goes out to Pr. Delaney for creating 
multiple worship and Bible study opportunities utilizing 
Zoom, YouTube, and audio recordings. Thank you to Nick 
and his family for providing music for the services, and to lay 
worship leaders for participating in the service. Thank you to 
Dianne for preparing the weekly worship resources. Thank 
you to the Council members for their leadership during this 
time of confusion. And Thank You to our congregational 
members and friends who participate in our on-line worship 
experience! 

Going digital so quickly presented some challenges, but with 
the help of Pr. Delaney and members of St. Paul’s, God’s 
message of hope and healing has continued to strengthen 
our worshiping community, even though we are physically 
separated in our homes. 

Jeri Jende 
Chair, Board of Worship & Music 
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RIC Corner  
 

This month, we will focus on 
prayer in our RIC corner. As 
many young people have been 
living at home over the past 
couple months, whether on 
leave from college, high 
school, or middle school, there 
has been increased attention 
paid to those children who do 
not have a safe environment at home—those for whom 
school is a safer, supportive space. This month, we are 
encouraged to pray for families and young people with 
increased tension at home, because of their gender 
identity, or sexual/affectional orientation. As members 
of Christ’s body, when one suffers, we all suffer; please 
consider this concern in your prayers.  

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE 
 

       4 Lauren Dale 
    7 Kurt Ruehrmund 
  12 Tom Milhans 
  17 Andrew Kurth 
  17 Madison Kurth 
  18  Ann Vannavong 
  25 Lucille Redman 



June Spiritual Practice: 
Gratitude 

 

 In June, we will focus our 
attention on cultivating a 
congregational attitude of 
gratitude. Gratitude practices 
are always a meaningful way 
to praise God, but in times 
when things feel overwhelming 

or out of control, they can be particularly nourishing to the 
spirit. In June, we will focus on cultivating a spiritual practice 
of gratitude, through weekly exercises. You are also 
encouraged to consider keeping a gratitude journal during 
June, and writing down three things for which you are 
grateful at the end of each day. 

 
Virtual Coffee Hour 
Virtual coffee hour is back in June! We will meet for coffee 
hour at 10:30am on Zoom: 
  June 7 and June 21 
 

Zoom info:  
To join, click HERE at 10:30am OR 
Call 301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 880 4720 1913  

 



Finger Labyrinth 
Try moving your finger slowly through this labyrinth, 
while focusing on one word (thanks, hope, peace, etc.). 
When you get to the middle, repeat the word a few 
times. Then, move back out the way you came, 
repeating the word in your mind. 

 

 

 



The work of St. Paul’s continues from 
home as I set aside the hours of 
  9am – noon on Mondays, 
   Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

as office hours to receive calls, read and 
respond to emails, as well as stay current 

on the latest information involving St. Paul’s, the Synod and 
the ELCA as a whole.   
 Pastor Delaney continues to work from home as well 
and we meet each week via Zoom for our weekly staff 
meeting. Just a reminder that Pastor Delaney’s day off is 
Friday. 
 Take a moment to visit our website & Facebook page to 
get the most current information regarding St. Paul’s.  See 
the return address block on this Messenger for website 
information.  -Dianne Polinske 

 
 

NOISY OFFERING COLLECTION 
Bring your loose change for special offering collection at the 
Worship Service every first Sunday of the 
month.   

 

Amazing Faith Ministries – Milwaukee 
 

Since we will not be meeting for worship on 
June 7th, please consider a donation to 
Amazing Faith Ministries using Givelify. Here is 
the link https://giv.li/k9e8wx 



SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK  
GOSPEL READINGS 

June 7 - 28 

 
 
 

 
 
       

      June Anniversaries  

     5th Rev. Dave and Lucille Redman 
   13th Dave and Gretchen Pearson 
   22nd John and Jodi Eastberg 
   25th Bob and Karen Bromberek 
   25th Bill and LaVerne Mueller 
   27th Mike and Dianne Polinske 
 

 
June 7 

 

Genesis 1:1--2:4a 
Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

  
June 14  

 

Exodus 19:2-8a 
Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23] 

 

 
June 21  

 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 

 

  
June 28  

 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42 

 
 

 



Top 10 Summer Reads 
   from www.bookclubchat.com 
All Adults Here by Emma Straub 
Big Summer by Jennifer Weiner 
The Jane Austen Society by Natalie Jenner 
The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 
The Wife Who Knew Too Much by Michele 
Campbell 
The Last Train to Key West by Chanel Cleeton 
Friends and Strangers by J. Courtney Sullivan 
Rodham by Curtis Sittenfeld 
The Heir Affair by Heather Cocks and Jessica Morgan 
What You Wish For by Katherine Center 
 
 
Top 10 Summer Songs of All Time  By Bill Lamb www.liveabloutdotcom 
“Summer Nights” – John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John (1978) 
“Summertime” – DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince (1991) 
“Summer In the City” – Lovin’ Spoonful (1966) 
“All Summer Long” – Kid Rock (2008) 
“Surfin’ USA” – Beach Boys (1963) 
“Cruel Summer” - Bananarama (1984) 
“Magic” – Cars (1984) 
“Summertime Blues” – Eddie Cochran (1958) 
“Vacation” – Go-Go’s (1982) 
“Summer Breeze” – Seals and Crofts (1972)  

 
Your favorite didn’t make the list?  Take some 
time to listen to your favorite summer songs 
using vinyl, cassette, CD, downloads or your 
favorite type of media. Enjoy the summer wind 
and the warmth of summer. 



Worship at Home 
Have you been tuning in to our St. 
Paul’s YouTube channel, receiving 
our email newsletter, and 
participating in Sunday morning 
Bible class via Zoom? If you have 

not been receiving these at home worship resources but 
would like to, please email either Pastor Delaney 
(dschlakekruse@gmail) or the church office 
(StpaulsMKE@yahoo.com) to get connected! 

 
 

Quote 
 

 “Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery,  
    today is a gift of God, 

    which is why we call it the present.”  
         - Bill Keane       

        Read more at www.goodreads.com 

 
 
Crayons, markers, colored pencils, 
whatever! Because this edition of The 
Messenger is online and doesn’t require a 
stamp, here are extra FUN activity and 
color pages. Feel free to post your 
completed art work on our Facebook 
page.  Enjoy! 

 



 



 
 



 



WORSHIP AND HOSPITALITY TEAM: June 2020 

 
June 7 

Trinity Sunday 
June 14 

Pentecost 2  
June 21 

Pentecost 3 
June 28 

Pentecost 4 

Assisting 
Minister 

Jeri Jende Bob Bromberek Nancy Day  Jeri Jende 

Usher 
Team 

2 3 4 1 

Altar 
Guild 

Jane Prahlow 
Marilyn Zirbel  

Ron Karbel Nancy Day 
Mark Van Engen 

Ethel Walter 
Judy Ruehrmund 

 
Greeter(s) 

 
~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

Communion 
Assistant 

Mary Klug 
Mark Van Engen 

Wayne Ringwolski Tim Kitzman Matt Prahlow 

Communion 
Type 

Traditional Continuous Continuous Continuous 

 
Open 

 
Bob Bromberek Ron Karbel Mark Van Engen Bob Bromberek 

 
Close 

 
Ron Karbel Mark Voelz Bob Bromberek Ron Karbel 

Counting 
Team 

3 4 1 2 

Fellowship ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 
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