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Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24, 2019 at 7:00pm 

All are welcome! 
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From birth to age 5, my 
family and I lived in the small, 
pretty town of Scotia in upstate 
New York. I can still remember 
the chilly air this time of year, 
bundling up in all my fluffy 

outerwear, and getting into the old blue Caravan my parents 
owned. I remember riding around our little town, after the 
days had begun to grow short, and the darkness began to 
descend earlier. My dad at the wheel, my mom beside him, 
and my two older siblings in the back with me, I remember 
looking out the window at Christmas lights. And even though 
it’s been a long time, with many Christmases come and 
gone, I can still remember the joy and wonder I felt noticing 
all the shimmering roof lines and characters on the snowy 
houses and lawns.  

I am what some might call, “a Christmas person.” I love 
this time of year—the decorations, the warm light of a 
Christmas tree in an otherwise darkened room, the cookies 
and cocoa. I have no problem with listening to Christmas 
carols in November, and Advent hymns are my favorite of 
all. This time of year, when we hear the words of the 
prophets, when we listen to the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, when we sing Mary’s song along with her, I am 
always filled with a sense of hope. I am reminded continually 
that these stories, these physical signs of beauty and God’s 



presence in our world, the rituals each of our families have 
established for these special holy days, are more than just 
traditions. They are more than simply doing “what we have 
always done.” 

Advent and Christmas are a time of resistance, of 
actively saying “no” to the crushing weight of despair that 
clings so closely to our world, to our lives, and looking 
instead with expectant eyes toward God. During Advent, we 
are reminded that God did not simply come among us 2000 
years ago, but that God is continually coming near, breaking 
through all that gets in the way of God’s dream for us and for 
the world. Advent is not simply rehearsing the old stories, but 
hearing them anew, and looking for signs of God’s activity in 
the world around us HERE and NOW. This Advent, as you 
notice the beauty of this season, as you enjoy the traditions 
you often share with those you know, I encourage you to 
look again, to notice the shimmer of newness, of hope, and 
the way God is coming into your life, taking on flesh, and 
imparting the gifts of love and hope and life to a world in 
need.  

-Pastor Delaney 

 
 
 
 
 



What has Pastor Delaney 
 been up to? 

 

In November, Pastor Delaney 
continued to facilitate ministry 
and spiritual growth with the 

disciples of St. Paul’s. She worked with the worship and 
music committee to plan Advent, Christmas Eve, and 
Epiphany details, as well as working with Nick to look at 
music for Advent worship. Pastor Delaney continued 
preparations for midweek worship throughout December, 
and she also planned and facilitated Dinner Church. In 
November, Pastor Delaney spent time with Intern Harley, 
helping her to acclimate to the life of ministry at St. Paul’s. 
She also met with the 20/30/40 small group twice, had many 
coffee meetings and one on ones with St. Paul’s folks, and 
led a new members class on Sunday, November 10th 
(thanks, Carter family for hosting!) Pastor Delaney continued 
work with clusters 1 and 2 of the Greater Milwaukee Synod, 
as well as collegial time spent in text study and the monthly 
Near North Side strategy meeting. Pastor Delaney loves 
working with all of you here at St. Paul’s, and if you would 
like to meet with her for coffee or a chat, don’t hesitate to 
contact her (414) 292-6164 or dschlakekruse@gmail.com) 

 

 

 



Big News From Pastor Delaney!  

I have been accepted to the doctor 
of ministry program at United 
Lutheran Seminary, starting 
January 2020! I will still continue 
serving as pastor of St. Paul's full 
time, while pursuing a practical 
doctorate to continue building a 
theological framework around the 

work I’m doing every day in congregational vitality. I am 
very excited to pursue a new degree through distance 
learning and practical application in the call I love here 
at St. Paul’s. This program will amount to online course 
work, a couple intensive week-long courses in 
Pennsylvania, and a hands-on application project here. 
Get ready for more theological nerdery coming your 
way over the next few years from yours truly! 
-Pastor Delaney 
 

Dinner Church Hiatus 

Thank you so much to all of you who 
have participated in Dinner Church at St. 
Paul’s over the last several months! We 
will take December and January off and 
reconvene with more meals, worship, 
and conversation in February.   



Reconciling in Christ Corner 

This month, we are excited to 
bring a new addition to our 
Messenger: the RIC Corner!  St. 
Paul’s has been a Reconciling in Christ congregation of 
the ELCA since 2001, and we are looking for new ways 
to deepen this part of our identity. One of the most 
important ways to do that is through education. So, 
each month, check out this new section of our 
Messenger to learn something new about what it 
means for our congregation to welcome and celebrate 
all of God’s children! 

 
 

 

For We Need a Little Christmas! 
Trees to be decorated, boughs to be hung; wreaths 

and ornaments, too. 
Join us as we decorate the sanctuary, 
balcony and other spaces for 
Christmas on Saturday, December 
14th.  The fun begins at 9am.  We’ll 



even take a coffee break complete 
with treats and fellowship. 

Advent Worship 
Advent begins Sunday, December first; 
Advent is the season of hope and 
anticipation in the church year, the time 
when we prepare for God’s coming among us. This year, at 
St. Paul’s, we plan to worship on Wednesday nights in 
multitude of locations. Please join us at the following 
locations for worship and fellowship, and don’t forget to bring 
a snack or dessert to share: 

 

Wednesday, December 4, 7:00pm 
Mark and Arlene Voelz’s home 

(please contact the office if you need directions) 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 7:00pm - 
the Faith and Education Center at Luther Manor 

(4545 N 92nd St. Wauwatosa, WI 53225) 
 

Wednesday, December 18, 7:30pm 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 
 

 

Birthdays 
11th Ethel Walter  

21st Adrianna Eastberg 
22nd Wayne Ringwolski 

24th Allen Kaisler 



 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Please join us as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus on Tuesday, December 24th 
at 7pm. This is sure to be a meaningful 
service, as we receive the gift of God in 
flesh.  

 

 

St. Paul’s Core Values  

Core Values at St. Paul's 
On November 17, we had the second "values meeting" 
after worship. At this meeting, we dove into Ezra 3, and 
spent time in conversation about St. Paul's values as a 
congregation. These meetings are part of our 
congregational discernment 
and development process we 
are working on with Pastor 
Delaney. All people are 
encouraged and invited to 
attend and share their 
insights as we chart a course 
into the future here at 28th 
and Wisconsin.  



Why “Receive our prayer”?  

You may have noticed a slight change 
in our wording of response during the 
prayers of the people, and this is a 
short statement to explain why this 
occurred. The change from “hear our 
prayer” to “receive our prayer” in 
response to “Lord, in your mercy”, was made in attempts of 
becoming more accessible and inclusive to those with 
disabilities. By using the language of “hear our prayer” leads 
to feelings of exclusion from both the church and from God 
in some cases. This exclusion occurs when someone with a 
hearing impairment encounters this wording where it 
presents as God being a hearing God, an able-bodied God, 
a God to only those who are fully able bodied. By changing 
the wording to “Receive our prayer” we are leaving space in 
our community for all people with all varieties of bodily 
ability. So please join us in this new space of welcome 
through this wording change. If you have further questions 
about why this change was made, please feel free to ask me 
about it. 
Thank you, Intern Harley  

 

 
 
 



NOISY OFFERING COLLECTION 
Bring your loose change for special 
offering collection at the Worship 
Service every first Sunday of the 
month.   

 

ELCA Good Gifts 

 

Provides more than 50 different gift-
giving options that grow the church, 
fight hunger and transform lives. 

These gifts, starting at just $10, provide direct support 
for the church-wide ministries of the ELCA. 

 
 
 
 

Thank you, Marcia Mikich for the three new fine art 
prints that now grace the wall in the old “Bride’s Room” 
which is now a prayer and meditation room.  The three prints 
are titled Light of the World, Holy Spirit and Alpha and 
Omega by artist Mark Jennings.  Mark Jennings is a 
Lutheran and he loves 
three things: God, 
fishing and painting.  
These are prints of 
original watercolors. 
Please stop in and 
take a closer look at 
these beautiful 
additions to our 
prayer and meditation 
room.  

 

 
 



 
SUNDAY GOSPEL READINGS 

December 1 - 29 

 
 

 
 

 

 

December 1 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

 
 

 

December 8 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 15 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

December 22 
 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 

December 24 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

 

 

 

December 29 
 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 

  
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  
1 2 3 4  5 6 7  

8:30am Adult Education        
10am Worship 
11:30am Amazing Faith 
       Ministries Worship 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

7:00pm Choir Practice 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

Movie Club 
 

 

 
 

Bromberek Baby 
Shower 

 

8  9 10 11  12 13 14  
  
 8:30am Adult Education       
10am Worship 
11:30am Amazing Faith 
       Ministries Worship 
 

9:00am Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
5pm-7pm 

20-30-40 Group 

 
 
 
 

7:00pm Council 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
9:00am Decorate the 

Sanctuary for 
Christmas 

 

15 Hispanic Song Set 16 17 18  19 20 21  
 
8:30am Adult Education        
10am Worship 
11:30am Amazing Faith        
      Ministries Worship 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

6pm Kim’s Closet 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

January Messenger 
Deadline  

 

 

 

 

22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day  26 27 28  
 
8:30am Adult Education        
10am Worship 
11:30am Amazing Faith 
       Ministries Worship 
 

 
9:00am Men’s Bible 

Study 
        
 
 
 

Office Closed 
 
 

7pm Worship 
 

 
Office Closed 

 

 

9:00am Dorcas 
Quilting Circle 

 

 
 

 
 

 

29  30 31        
 
8:30am Adult Education        
10am Worship 
11:30am Amazing Faith 
       Ministries Worship 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

         
  

 
 

  
 
 

    
 

 

  
  

December, 2019
St. Paul’s Office Hours

Monday 8:30am to 12 Noon 
Tuesday 8:00am to 2:00pm 

Wednesday 8:30am to 1:30pm 



WORSHIP AND HOSPITALITY TEAM: December 2019  

 
December 1 

Advent 1 
December 8 

Advent 2 
December 15

Advent 3 
December 22

Advent 4 
December 24
Christmas Eve

December 29
Christmas 1 

Assisting 
Minister 

Nancy Day Harley Windle 
Bob 

Bromberek Jeri Jende Nancy Day Jeri Jende 

Usher 
Team 

1 2 3 4 1 2 

Altar 
Guild 

Ethel Walter 
Judy 

Ruehrmund 

Judy 
Gilbertson 

Marcia Mikich 

Jane Prahlow  
Marilyn Zirbel

Ron Karbel  
 

Nancy Day 
Mark Van 

Engen 

Judy 
Gilbertson 

Marcia Mikich 
 

Greeter(s) 
 

Needed Needed Needed Needed Needed Needed 

Communion 
Assistant 

Mary Klug or  
Mark Van 

Engen 

Wayne 
Ringwolski 

Matt Prahlow Mary Ellen 
Voelz 

Bob 
Bromberek 

Judy  
Gilbertson 

Communion 
Type 

Traditional Continuous Continuous Continuous Continuous Continuous 

 
Open 

 

Bob 
Bromberek 

Ron Karbel 
Wayne 

Ringwolski 
Mark Van 

Engen 
Bob 

Bromberek 
Wayne 

Ringwolski 

 
Close 

 
Mark Voelz 

Bob 
Bromberek 

Ron Karbel Mark Voelz 
Bob 

Bromberek 
Mark Voelz 

Counting 
Team 

4 1 2 3 ~~ 4 

Fellowship Needed  

 
 

 
Needed 

 
Needed Needed Needed Needed 

 


