
 

 

Easter Sunday 
April 12, 2020 

 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
 

Now is the time to sing! 
to sing the good news of God: 
who awakens us with dawn’s embrace, 
who surrounds us with joy and life. 
Now is the time to offer praise to God, 
in every place, with every voice: 
to rejoice in the One who leads us through each moment 
with a gentle hand and a word of hope. 
Now is the time to join all creation in extolling God, 
from the depths of the sea to the farthest galaxies: 
We will sing the good news of Easter! 
We will rejoice in the God who loves us. 
 

(from http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2019/04/liturgy-with-communion-for-may-5-2019.html) 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 



Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ELW 367, verses 1 and 3 
 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 
 that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 
 Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord 
of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as 
your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
First Reading  Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 

1At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 
  2Thus says the LORD: 
 The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
 when Israel sought for rest, 3the LORD appeared to him from far away. 
 I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
 4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! 
 Again you shall take your tambourines, 
  and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
 5Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; 
 the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. 
 6For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 
  in the hill country of Ephraim: 
 “Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.” 
 



Hymn “Thine is the Glory” ELW 376 
 

1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 

Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 

3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 

 Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 
 
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!” verse 1 ELW 369 
 

1      Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
        Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
        offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
        at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 

 Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt. 
 
 
 



Gospel John 20:1-18 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 
a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 
     11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I 
have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
Children’s time 
 
Short reflection 
 
Hymn “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright” ELW 384, verses 1 and 4 
 

1 That Easter day with joy was bright; 
 the sun shone out with fairer light 
 when, to their longing eyes restored, 
 th'apostles saw their risen Lord! 
 

4 All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
 to you, once dead, but now alive! 
 To God the Father equal praise, 
 and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
 
Group conversation:  Where have you recognized resurrection? Where has resurrection surprised 
you?  

Prayers of the People 
 
Peace 
At this time, you are invited to share peace with someone in your home, pause and write a note of 
peace to a friend, or say a prayer of peace for your community or the world. 

The Magdalene’s Blessing: http://paintedprayerbook.com/category/easter/ 



“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” ELW 365 verses 1, 2 and 4 
 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

 Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 
 
Dismissal 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Virtual coffee hour to follow 

 
 

 


