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Join us for Dinner Church 
Monday July 15 & August 26 at 6pm 
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

          -Luke 1:9 
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“Six Months of Partnership” 

“Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?’ 
And I said, ‘Here am I; send 

me!’”-Isaiah 6:8 

  As I sat in the memorial suite last fall, this phrase from 
Isaiah seemed especially relevant to me. After meeting the 
call committee here at St. Paul’s, getting the lay of the land 
as far as hopes and expectations, and listening for God’s 
voice, I truly felt called to become the next pastor of this 
congregation. July marks six months of partnership with the 
St. Paul’s community, and I must say that call feels stronger 
than ever. I knew when I met the call committee the first time 
that there was something special about this faithful, resilient 
group of people, and that I felt drawn to be in relationship 
with you all. As we move into another six months of ministry 
together, it is important to me that we revisit the expectations 
and hopes of our “term call” covenant and reflect together on 
how things are going.  

 The hopes and expectations of the St. Paul’s 
congregation for the new pastor related to topics like 
connecting with our neighbors, working on evangelism and 
congregational growth, developing more opportunities for 
Spiritual engagement, learning, and justice actions, 
enhancing worship opportunities, and growing stewardship. 



As we look back on the past six months together, I hope 
God’s Spirit has been apparent to you in relationship to 
these goals. As we move into our next several months 
together, I hope we will be able to reflect on the road we 
have traveled together since January and plot a course for 
what is to come. We have many things to discuss and 
decisions to make about the future of this congregation, but 
as a wise congregational member recently reminded me, 
God’s Spirit is present with us throughout, and we can be 
intentional about seeking God’s counsel. I encourage us all, 
as we embark on another chapter of our life together, to take 
up an intentional practice of praying about the future of St. 
Paul’s and imagining where God might be leading us, 
trusting our creator to show us the way. 

 Thank you for the past six months of our life together, for 
affirming God’s call on my life in this place, and for 
welcoming me so wholeheartedly. I look forward to the future 
with all of you, knowing that God will be with us as we 
discern the direction we are being called to go.   

         -Pastor Delaney  
 

 

 

 



What was Pastor Delaney 
 up to in June?  

In June, Pastor Delaney 
continued visiting our 
homebound friends, leading and 
planning worship, and working 
together with our office manager Dianne. Pastor Delaney 
also attended continuing education for preaching at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, where she took classes 
related to hope and preaching that engages the imagination. 
On June 5, Pastor Delaney participated in a conversation 
with members of St. Paul’s and some of our neighbors on 
the avenue about the future of congregational partnership. 
Pastor Delaney facilitated dinner church, met with the 
directors of Neighborhood House, attended a bus tour with 
ACTS Housing, went to a middle school choir concert, and 
spent time with many members of our congregation and 
community. June was a rich month of ministry at St. Paul’s! If 
you would like to meet with Pastor Delaney in July, don’t 
hesitate to reach out.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor Delaney Out of Office 
Pastor Delaney will be on vacation 
in California and Oregon for a 
friend’s wedding and coastal 
adventures July 17-27. While she is 
away, Pastor Margaret Schoewe will 
be preaching with St. Paul’s on July 
21. Pastor Lindsey Beukelman, of 

All Peoples Church, will be covering pastoral care 
emergencies during this time. If you are in need of contact 
info for Pastor Lindsey, please contact Dianne Polinske in 
the church office.  

 
 
Summer Reading 
Are you looking for some new reading material this summer? 
The following are book recommendations from your St. 
Paul’s community: 

“Fierce” by Alice Connor 
“Pastrix” by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
“Acts of Faith” by Eboo Patel 
“Traveling Mercies” by Anne Lamott 
“White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo 
“Falling Upward” by Richard Rohr 
“Inspired” by Rachel Held Evans 



   Dinner Church 

Dinner Church is coming back to 
St. Paul’s on Monday, July 15, 
and Monday August 26 at 6pm. 
We had a great experience of 
spirituality over a meal in June. 
Here is Jon Polinske’s reflection 
on the experience: 

 “I had a really great time at 
Dinner Church last week! I went in with no real expectations 
on what was going to happen but it turned out to be a really 
nice experience. Everyone was given a “job” to do to help 
set up, some people set the table, myself and a few others 
made the lemonade and tea, and some people helped get 
the food ready.  

 Pastor Delaney made some really great lasagna and 
everyone else brought in a salad or bread to go with it. After 
eating we read a passage of the Bible but read different 
translations of it and compared and contrasted them and had 
a really nice discussion that was really interesting to see 
different people’s perspectives on the text. We then sang a 
few songs with Pastor Delaney’s guitar, then cleaned up and 
went home.  

 It was a really nice way to spend the evening, have 
some great food, and talk to people about things you may 
not always talk to them about!” 



At the Annual Congregational 
Meeting this year we viewed a 
comprehensive presentation from 
Great Lakes Roofing, who had 
been asked by the council to 
inspect all of our roofs and 
present us with a plan to address 

leaks, maintenance and needed repairs. Photos of the roof 
areas done by Google Maps and drone photography 
revealed that the 87 + year old slate roof over the sanctuary 
was in need of replacement, which can be done in phases.  
(Check our website for pictures)  Many of the slate tiles were 
broken or cracked, delaminated, loose (nails corroded), 
showed signs of efflorescence, and were stained. Analysis 
by Great Lakes Roofing revealed that most of the slate roof 
falls in a 20 to 30% effectiveness rating, meaning that the 
slate roof is failing significantly and needs to be replaced.  
Great Lakes Roofing suggested a phased replacement plan 
in stages.  The most pressing areas were the southeast 
corner steeple walkway/parapet, the roof area above the 
narthex and the east transept, and all the roof ridges. At the 
Annual Congregational Meeting the congregation voted to 
contract with Great Lakes Roofing to do the first phase repair 
and replacement work for $25,000.  This will be completed 
soon and we will need to pay for it upon completion.  
   

As we continue to discern where God might be leading us, 
we have begun a project to strengthen the foundation upon 
which so much ministry has been built.  The complete repair 
and replacement of our roof is projected to cost 
approximately $150,000. As resources develop we will repair 

Roof 
Repairs 

 



the roof and other aspects of the building so that we have a 
place to continue to spread the Good News of Christ.    
 

A letter with information about how to support this project will 
be sent soon. We hope and pray that you can support this 
project through completion, as with your help we invest in 
the future that God has in store for St. Paul’s.   We thank you 
for your consideration, generosity and your investment in the 
mission and ministry of St. Paul’s. 
 

On behalf of the Church Council,   
Mark Voelz, President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Miller Family!   
Elianna Renee Miller was born to our friends Craig and Anna 
Miller on May 14, 2019.  
Elianna weighed 6 
pounds 9oz at birth.  
Brothers, Sam and Josiah 
are happy to welcome 
their new baby sister into 
the family!   
 



Doors Open Milwaukee is 
a two-day public celebration of 
Milwaukee’s art, architecture, 
culture and history. This event 
offers behind the scenes tours 
of more than 170 buildings 
throughout Milwaukee’s 
downtown and neighborhoods 
and 30+ ticketed tours led by 

community leaders. 
 

 Buildings for the 2019 program will be published later 
this month.  We are excited that St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
will be among the buildings with Doors Open!  Mark your 
calendar for September 28 & 29 and visit. 
 
There will be a couple of “clean-up” dates to prepare the 
building for our many guests who will walk through our doors 
that weekend. 
 

 Saturday, July 20 & August 24 from 9am to noon. 
 

Specific tasks will be decluttering spaces, taking things to 
the trash, relocating items, sprucing up the spaces. 
 

      
 

Please see sign-up 
sheets on the Welcome 

Table in the Narthex. 
 
 



A Letter from Pastor Ed Ruen 

To: Mark Voelz 
President of the Congregation 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
 

Dear Mark, 
Just wanted you to know how much Katie 
and I have appreciated the many cards, 
prayers, flowers and words of support from 
St. Paul's members and Pastor Delaney since Katie was 
diagnosed with amyloidosis on April 22.   
You are special to us! 
 

 Hopefully on June 24th we will receive a report on 
treatment and prognosis from her cardiologist. Keep us in 
your prayers. We offer prayers of thanks for you, your 
ministry and your caring hearts.  
 

 Peace, blessings and love, -Ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Can’t wait until 

The Messenger arrives in your 
mailbox?  It’s now available on 

our website! 
 



NOISY OFFERING COLLECTION 
Bring your loose change for special 
offering collections at the Worship 
Services every first Sunday of the month. 

 

July 2019 
Dorcas Quilting Circle 

 

Dorcas Quilting Circle gathers the fourth 
Thursday of each month from 9am to 
noon-ish. We tie and sew quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. The quilts provide 
many blessings to people in need around the world.  A LWR quilt 
can be used for shelter from the elements, a swaddling cloth, warm 
bedding, a room divider.  Every day, Lutheran World Relief Quilts 
give families around the world some of life’s essentials, as well as a 
reminder that they are not alone. From chronic poverty and conflict 
to drought and typhoon, the intensity of humanitarian needs 
continues to increase.  

Quilters: Debby Van Engen, Melitta Raddatz, Pennylynn Zobel, 
LaVerne Mueller, Cindy Neary, Sharyn Gest, Dianne Polinske. 

Due to summer schedules, we will be meeting one week earlier this 
month:  July 18, 2019 

 

 

 
Birthdays 

6th Dennis Kurth 
10th MaryEllen Voelz 

13th Inthaly Vannavong 
 



SUNDAY GOSPEL READINGS 
July 7 - 28 

 

 

 
 

Anniversaries 
7th Matt and Jane Prahlow 

17th Dennis and Barb Benjamin 
 
 

 

July 7 
 

Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 
Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 

 
 

 

July 14 
 

Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 

Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 

 

July 21 
 

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

 

 

July 28 
 

Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
John 14:23-29 

John 5:1-9 (alternate) 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
                        The Greater Milwaukee 

Synod 
hosts the ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly in Milwaukee 
 

The Churchwide Assembly will be held 
August 5-10 2019 at the Wisconsin 

Center, 400 W. Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee. We 
Are Church! 

 How exciting to be the host synod for the 
2019 Churchwide Assembly!  The Greater Milwaukee 
Synod needs you to help this event run smoothly. 
About 600 volunteers will be recruited in the coming 
months to usher, iron albs, provide technology 
assistance to voting members, monitor doors, greet 
visitors, and much more. Please read about all the 
ways you can help on our volunteer positions page and 
visit the ELCA Churchwide Assembly page to learn 
much more. Visit https://milwaukeesynod.org/ 
 

From the Treasurer… 
 The treasurer's report will be posted on 
the large bulletin board located in the 
lounge.    
   As of May 31, 2019, we have 
a deficit of $19,100.     
   -Mark Van Engen 

                          
           www.worldartsme.com 



An Unexpected Bus Tour 
On June 3, I joined Pastor Delaney 
and Nancy Day on a Faith in Action 
bus tour of two Milwaukee 
neighborhoods with ACTS Housing, 
a Catholic housing development 
organization.  Members of Fox 
Point Lutheran and Congregation Shalom joined us as well.    

 St. Michael’s on 24th and Vliet was the founding parish of 
ACTS Housing.  The organization provides financial 
counseling, real estate brokerage, rehab expertise, and 
through ACTS Lending, Inc., rehab loans, so that low income 
families can viably purchase a home and make it safe and 
livable. 
 ~ ACTS has a financial counseling program people 
participate in. A minimum investment from a family is $3500, 
so this step lasts as long as necessary to secure funding. 
 ~ Financing; this process of financing for the home 
purchase can happen through a traditional bank loan, or 
through ACTS lending program. The loan is often around 
$50,000, and on average a family owns their home free and 
clear within five years. 
 ~ Real Estate Brokers within the ACTS organization 
show families potential properties for sale/remodel.  
 ~ families work together with the ACTS home Rehab 
counselor to prepare and plan for home rehab projects.  
 ~94/96 home loans which are recently active through 
ACTS lending are current on payments. 
 

 We saw a home for sale in the neighborhood of north 1st 

street that was in disrepair.  Large pieces of paint hung from 



the ceiling, and broken glass littered the floor.  The real 
estate agent on site explained that most of the homes are on 
a continuum where basic things are needed.  Homes that 
require new furnace, water heater, windows as well as all the 
other extra things that make a house a home.  This one in 
particular, needed structural reinforcement of the foundation 
in addition to the basic items above, that this home is one 
that will require a higher amount of repair.  While we were 
limited to the first floor of the home, we learned it had 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths and is 1,793 sq. ft. family home on a 
4,356 sq. ft. lot. What a great potential for a family!     

  

 We then went to the home of the Martinez family – a 
home that had gone through the sale, rehab and the family 
moved in upon completion. We learned that Mr. Martinez 
and his brother who work in construction were able to do 
much of the work themselves. They put in over $17,000 of 
sweat equity!  It was wonderful to see how beautiful their 
home was.  The kitchen and bathroom had newly installed 
plumbing, the dining room and living room walls were 
repaired and showed off pictures of the family.  I couldn’t 
believe that this house may have once looked like the home 
on 1st street.  What a transformation!   

 The fact that ACTS Housing has purchased individual 
homes in our church’s neighborhood and 
the Near West Side before, makes this 
organization something we at St. Paul’s 
should keep our eye on. For more 
information visit www.actshousing.org 
  -Dianne Polinske 
  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  
 1 2 3  4 5 6  
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
Movie Club 

 
 

  

7 8 9 10  11 12 13  
  
10am Worship 
     Noisy Offering 
11:30am Amazing Faith 
Ministries  Worship 
 

  
 

7:00pm Council 

 
 

   
 

  

14 15 16 17  18 19 20  
 
10am Worship  
11:30am Amazing Faith 
  Ministries Worship 

 

 
 

6:00pm 
Dinner Church 

 
 

 
 
 
Pr Delaney Vacation 
(to 7/27) 

  
9:00amDorcas 
 Quilting Circle 

 
 
 

  
August Messenger 

Deadline 
 

Church Clean-up 
9:00am-12:00pm 

 

 

21 22 23 24  25 26 27  
 
10am Worship (WOV) 
 with Pastor Margaret  
           Schoewe 
11:30am Amazing Faith 
  Ministries Worship 
 
Pr. Delaney Vacation 

 
 

 

 
 

6pm Kim’s Closet 
 

   
 

 
 

 

28 29 30 31      
 
10am Worship  
11:30am Amazing Faith 
  Ministries Worship 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

         
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

    
 

 

  
  

July
 2019

St. Paul’s Office Hours 
Mondays 8:30am – 12:00pm 

Tuesday 8:00am -2:00pm 
Wednesday 8:30am – 2:00pm  


