
 

March 7, 2021 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Sung:  
C "Lord we need you,  
 Oh we need you.  
 Every hour we need you.  
 Our one defense, our righteousness,  
 oh God, how we need you." 

A As we move into this season of Lent, noticing the way our lives are impacted by estrangement 
 from God and one another, we confess: 

C We do not always recognize God’s presence and power in the world around us, and in 
 our own lives.  
 With hearts weighed down by the many anxieties of this life, we fail to notice your 
 abundant grace blooming around us.  
 We forget your consistent faithfulness and presence in our lives, 
 tending to rely on ourselves first.  
 Our minds move a mile a minute, fretting over what has been and what is to come, 
 forgetting to slow down…and breathe. 
 
A We pray that you might open us, O God, to the power of your presence, that we may recognize 
 and witness to your transformative love.  
 

Sung:  
 "Lord we need you,  
 Oh we need you.  
 Every hour we need you.  
 Our one defense, our righteousness,  
 oh God, how we need you." 

Forgiveness: 

P Hear the Good News, siblings in Christ: 
 God our creator knows who we are and loves us.  

 God has received our confession, and God has come near,  
 bringing gifts of reconciliation and renewed insight.  
 You have been forgiven in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

 May you be transformed by this grace, so that you may witness to God’s power in your life and 
 the lives of others, in the name of Jesus Christ.  
C Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us 
steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING          Exodus 20 1-17 
 

1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them 
or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to 
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your 
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested 
the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
CREATION MOMENT 
 
SECOND READING        1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land” ELW 333 (Sing refrain twice) 
 

Refrain 
 Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land; 
 my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in a time of storm. 
 
GOSPEL           John 2:13-22 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the 
doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Canticle of the Turning” ELW 723 
 

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
 
 
 



3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
PEACE/SPECIAL MUSIC “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ELW 324 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
CHRISTINE SINE ASHES LENT BENEDICTION 

Ashes on our foreheads, 
A longing in our hearts, 
Ready for a  journey 
Beyond the cross. 
We are wanting to be changed, 
Seeking to be transformed, 
Waiting to be made new. 
Jesus may we follow you 
On this pilgrim path of Lent. 
Let us walk with you 
into the wilderness, 
Beyond the ordinary, 
To unexpected sacred spaces. 
Let us find new understandings, 



Of who we are, 
Of who you are, 
Of who you call us to be. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660 
 

Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
BLESSING 
P You are what God made you to be: 
 created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved,  
 freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
 in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING 
A Go in peace.  Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 

 

COPYRIGHT CREDITS 
 

“Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land”, Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual, Public 
Domain.  Arrangement, Pastor Delaney Schlake-Kruse. 
 

“Canticle of the Turning” Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License 736213 

Special Music: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872, Music: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–
1867, Public Domain 

“Lift High the Cross” Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. One License 736213 



Contributors to this morning’s Worship…Thank YOU! 

Presiding Minister: Rev. Delaney Schlake - Kruse      
Assisting Minister: Bob Bromberek 
Minister of Music:  Nick Scaffidi 
Reader of the Day: Bob Bromberek 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 
** denotes newly added item 

 
Homebound: 
Members: Raymond (Allen) Kaisler  Associate Members: Richard Schutten 
 
Members with Special Concerns 

Allen Kaisler Eleanor Block Verna Heiges Larry Schulz Dick Klug 
 

Others with Special Concerns 
Cindy Boness, Jane Prahlow’s sister    Darrell Smith, Friend and Associate Member  
Ingrid Nebel, sister of Matt & Jane Prahlow    Charles Schulz, father of Larry Schulz 
Pam Bromberek, Bob Bromberek’s sister-in-law   Ruth Krikau, Eleanor Block’s sister  
Katie Ruen, Pastor Ed’s wife/friend of St. Paul’s    Maurice Shirley, friend of Mark Voelz 
Lester Krull, brother-in-law of MaryEllen Voelz   Jerry Zimmerman, former member 
Kathy Hilmoe, friend of MaryEllen and Howie Voelz   Jeanine Krull, sister of MaryEllen Voelz 
Avis, Cindy & Joshua Jeffers, cousins of Mary Ellen Voelz  Donna Kitzman, mother of Tim Kitzman  
Balwinder Singh, brother of “Bobby”, owner of Kilbourn Foods  Polly Eastberg, friend and former member of St. Paul’s 
Zariah Freeman, grand-daughter of Bob & Karen Bromberek  Mark Eastberg, friend and former member of St. Paul’s 
 
 

Other Prayers:  
~ We pray for our community, our country and our world as we grapple with grief, anger, and struggle for justice. 
~ We pray for all ministries and nonprofits in the near west side. 
~ For members of Christian Churches in Laos and elsewhere who are facing persecution. 
~ For our partnership congregations: Shepherd of the Bay (Ellison Bay) and Galilee (Pewaukee) 
~ For our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Greater Milwaukee Synod Bishop Paul Erickson. 
~ For all military and other government personnel serving throughout the world. 
 
 


